
Hello Band Parents and Students, 

Welcome to the 2018-2019 school year! 

You are receiving this packet by mail to facilitate clear communication regarding the 
band program in Montrose. I found several notes over the summer that were supposed 
to find their way to your home but remained forever part of the band room. 

Please read the packet for all supplies, concert dates, dress requirements and 
communication tools. You will also find these documents online at the Montrose 
website. 

https:ijwww.montroseschools.org/> departments>fine arts>band 

Please note that the band tab may not be there until the 2019-2020 school year so 
the information will be under the fine arts tab. 

 
*You will not find the instrumental contract online. Those have to be brought home by your child directly as 
they are specific to each child. Please look for this contract and have your form signed and your 40 dollar fee 
in by September 4th, 2018. This information only applies to students who are using a school instrument. 

 
 

Consider joining The Montrose Band Boosters to support the band program. The 
students are doing amazing things but definitely need your support! It  is not a huge 
time commitment  to  be part of this organization. We have a meeting once a month 
and the dates are listed in the packet. This is a great way to be involved in your child's 
education. 

On September  10th,  2018 Dr. Moore will be joining us for a meet and greet. Please stop 
in and join us. © 

Always feel free to contact me with whatever questions or concerns you may have. 
Email is the best way! Ksplear@montroseschools.org 

I'm excited to be part of your child's musical journey! 

Sincerely, 

 
 

KJSplear 
Director of Bands 
Montrose Community Schools 

http://www.montroseschools.org/
mailto:Ksplear@montroseschools.org


 
 
 
 
 

Montrose Bands 2018 

Take a Stand for the Band 
Support The Montrose Bands! 

You do not have to be a member to get a stand! 
 

The Montrose Band program is in desperate need of new stands to replace their current ones, which are from the 1970's 
and are in very poor condition. The band needs 60 new stands. 

Anyone can sponsor a stand! A GO-dollar donation will purchase a stand, plus a plaque recognizing your donation affixed 
to a metal plate that will forever hang in the band room as a reminder of your generosity.  Fill out the form below and 
return it to Ms. Splear, Band Director. 

 
 

Sample of name plates: 
 

 
 
 

Yes! We would like to sponsor a stand for the band! Your Name: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 
 

Phone: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 
 
 

Email: _ _ 
 
_ _ _ 

 
_ _ _ _ 

 
_ _ _ 

 
_ _ _ 

 
_ _ _ _ 

 
_ _ _ 

 
_ _ _ 

 
_ _ _ _ _ _ 

 
 

Cash or Check?: - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 
 

Name Information: _ _ _ 
 
_ _ _ _ 

 
_ _ _ 

 
_ _ _ _ 

 
_ _ _ 

 
_ _ _ _ 

 
_ _ _ _ _ 

 
 
 
 
 

Please return your form by December 17th, 2018. 
 

Attach 60 dollars for each stand. Checks can be made out to Montrose Bands. Indicate Name Information (i.e....."The 
Smith Family" or "In Honor of John Smith".) Please return this sheet to the Kuehn-Haven Middle School office or to Kelly 
Splear, Band Director. 



Thank you so very much for your support I 



   

  Montrose Bands  
T-Shirt Order Form 

 
Student Name: ------------ 

Grade Student is in currently for the 2018-2019 School Year:  _ 
 

Required T-Shirt: 
 
 

Black Shirt with "Band" outlined in white and a red starburst behind it. This T-shirt is 
for fieldtrips, spirit days at school, parade, games and other casual performances. 

Feel free to wear it to school whenever you feel like it! 
 
 

Parent Name: _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Parent Phone Number:                            _ 

Parent Email: _ _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _   _   _   _   _    _    _    _ 

Parent Signature: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Student Shirts are $ I 2.00 for regular size shirts, add two dollars for XXL shirts and 
above. 

 

Size Needed.  Circle One:  YS  YM Yl Adult Sizes: l XL 2Xl  

Total Number of Shirts Needed: Money Enclosed:     

I paid with circle one:  Cash or  



 
 

Dear Parents and Friends of Montrose Band Students, 
 

Our school is starting a World's Finest® Chocolate sale on 9/11/2018. This is one of our 
primary fundraising events for the year and WE NEED YOUR HELP!! 

 
This is a request to you to help your sons and daughters sell as much as they can, for 
every penny earned will be put into materials and activities for the school. Our school 
will receive the entire benefits. We know we can depend on you. 
World's Finest® Chocolate has been in fundraising for over 75 years. Our communities 
know the quality of the products and know that they are receiving good value. 

 
Many prizes will be awarded to our top sales people and they will be discussed with the 
students at the beginning of the sale. We feel that the prize program this year is the 
best ever and we ask that the students only sell to people that they know. We ask the 
adults to sell to friends, neighbors, relatives, and co-workers. 

 
Some of the Great Prizes we are offering: Wonka Golden tickets. Find a golden 
ticket, return the money and golden ticket and win a 1 pound chocolate bar! 
Every box of chocolate sold enters your name in drawing #1 for a 5 pound 
chocolate bar! 

 
Sell two boxes of chocolate and you qualify for drawing #2 (every two boxes sold 
will get your name entered again!) If your name is drawn out of the territory wide 
drawing you win $200 CASH at the end of May 2019!!!! 

 
We will be offering the World's Finest® Chocolates in the Blue box. The items sell for $1 
each. In order to reach our fundraiser goals, we need each student to sell at least two 
boxes of candy bars. 

 
Thank you for your courtesy and efforts toward helping us reach our goal. 

 

My child, _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ , has my 

permission to participate in this fundraiser. I understand each box of chocolate I have 
ordered will be sent home with my child or may be picked up by the parent or guardian 
at the school. 

 
Number of boxes------- 

Parent/Guardian Signature 



Montrose Band Calendar 2018-2019 Pending Approval 
 

August through November: Football games Required HS, 7t h and 8t h invited. 8/30; 9/14; 9/28 
Homecoming; 10/12 

September 11th, 2018: Kick-off of Candy Bar Sale (Every member is asked to sell two boxes to help 
with costs) 

September 28th, 2018 High School Jazz Band Day at Mott 

October 29th, 2018 Fall Concert, 6th through 12t h grade 

December 7th, 2018 Perform at the Medilodge. Middle School perform in the day. High School 
perform in the evening. 

December 1st or 8th, 2018 Montrose Candle Walk 

December 11th, 2018 Winter Concert 

December 14, 2018 High School Performance at the Mall 

February 7th, 2019 Middle School to the Flint School of Performing Arts 

February 8th, 2019 High School to  Mott Community  College 

February 20th, 2019 Pre-Festival Concert for 7th through 12t h grade 

March 1st, 2019 High School MSBOA Festival 

March 2nd, 2019 Middle School MSBOA Festival 

April 17th, 2019 concert 6t h -12t h grade 

April 19th, 20 th, 21 st Tentative High School Trip 

May 3rd, 2019 STATE MSBOA if Superior at District (Middle or High School) May 

4th, 2019 STATE MSBOA if Superior at District (Middle or High School) May 8 

th, 2019 Spring Concert 6t h through 12th grade 

May 31 st, 2019 High School Graduation all 7t h through 11t h grade perform. 7:00p.m. 

June 10 th, 2019 Cedar Point Trip 

June 11 th, 12 th, 13th, 2019 Beginning Band Camp and Flute Camp 

June 17 th - 21 st , 2019 Jazz Camp 

August 18 th, 2019 Blueberry Parade 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

District Festival will most likely be at Flushing High School. 

5039 Deland Rd, Flushing, Ml 48433 
 
 

State Festival will most likely be at Port Huron Northern High 
School 

1799 Krafft Rd, Port Huron, Ml 48060 



Montrose Band Calendar 2018-2019 Continued 
Every Student playing on a school instrument needs to fill out a contract form and pay $40.00 before the instrument is 
played in school. 

 
7th -12 th Grade Students 

Every 7th through 12t h grade student should learn a solo. 

Every 7t h through 12t h grade student should learn an Etude. 

7t h through 12th  Grade students are allowed to  participate in Solo and Ensemble. Please see 
the MSBOA Calendar for these days. 

The All-State Band is an exciting opportunity for to audition to be part of a state band. In order to audition, 
students have to perform required scales and repertoire and will perform at the Michigan Music Conference. 
See the MSBOA calendar for specific dates. Ask Mrs. Splear for more details. This is a tremendous experience. 

Parents please purchase a music lyre for the football games. We should not take stands out on the track. 
Also, please purchase a chromatic tuner for your child that clips on their instrument. 

 

Parents 
The band program must have parent support in order to thrive. We will have a bake sale at 

each concert and we will have a donation box present. Please bring treats to sell and/ or cash 
to donate or purchase treats to enjoy. 

Also, I encourage you to participate in the fundraiser events we have this year. 
 
 
 
Remember to encourage your child on their musical journey. There are peaks and valleys and 
they need you as their own personal cheerleader.© When your child says, "I want to quit!" 
remember this happens. Encourage them and let them know how proud you are of their 
efforts. Studies show that three years of school instrumental study greatly improve a child's 
ability to do well in school and on tests such as the SAT. 

Website! 
We have a tab on the Montrose School Page where information can be found. 

Please go to the Montrose Community Schools Web page 
>Departments>Performing Arts. There will be the calendar of events, permission 

slips and other useful information. 



2018-2019 MSBOA Calendar of Events 
 

Sc.ptember 3 
Labor Day 

September 8 
Music Education Workshop & Festival Improvements 
Committee Meetings 

September 20 
DEADLINE: SCHOOL MEMBERSHIP 
Membership fee increJlses by $40 after Sept, 20 
'.DEADLINE: Mid-Level String Clinic Applications 

September 22 
Fall String Orchestra Reading Session 

October 1 
DEADLINE: AU-State B&O Audition Applications, 
B&O Adjudicator Workshop, Provisional 
Classification, District Transfers 

October 8 
U.P. Director Development Days Conference 

October 13 
Mid Level String Clinics 

October 17 
All-State Audition Schedule posted on the web site 

October 25, 26, 27 & 28 
All-State Band & Orchestra Auditions 

November 2 (Friday) 
MSBOA Exec. Board Meeting-7:00 PM Okemos 

November 3 (Saturday) 
MSBOA Exec. Board Meeting (Morning) 
MSBOA General Membership Meeting 1:30 pm Okemos 

December3 
DEADLINE: All-State Band and Orchestra Acceptance 
deadline and fees paid 

Decembers 
B&O Adjudicator Workshop 

January 5 
Music Education Workshop & Festival Improvements 
Committee Meetings 

January 12 
First date for District HS Solo and Ensemble Festivals 

January 23 (Wednesday) 
MSBOA Executive Board Meeting 

January 24 
Music Technology Day at the MMC 
Conducting Symposium at the MMC 
All-State B & 0 Rehearsals begin 

January 25 
14th Annual Michigan Music Conference 
MSBOA General Membership Meeting - 12:00 pm 

January 26 
14th Annual Michigan Music Conference continues 
All-State B & 0 Concerts 

January31 
DEADLINlt: State Jazz Ensemble Festival 
Applications. Late entry may be made/or one week later with a11 
add/1/onal late fee of $100.• 

 
February 9 

Last date for District S & E Festivals 
STATE SOLO & ENSEMBLE FESTIVAL DEADLINE: 

Postmarked the Friday following your District Festival. 
Late entries may be made, with additional fees, for one 
week after the deadline- see the Yearbook for the 
specific policy. • 

February 16 
First week for District Band & Orchestra Festivals 

March 1 
DEADLINE: Scholar Instrumentalist Application 

March 9 
Last date for District B&O Festivals 

STATE BAND & ORCHESTRA FESTIVAL DEADLINE: 
Postmarked the Friday following your District Festival. 
Late entries may be made, with additional fees, for one 
week after the deadline- see the Yearbook for the 
specific policy. • & ** 

March 16 
STATE SOLO & ENSEMBLE FESTIVAL 

March 18 -April 20 (E>:Jlct dales & sites TBA) 
State Jazz Ensemble Festival 

April 5 (Friday) 
MYAF Soloist Auditions at CMU 

April 21 
Easter 

April 24, 25, 26 & 27 
STATE BAND & ORCHESTRA FESTIVAL 

Mayl,2,3 &4 
STATE BAND & ORCHESTRA FESTIVAL 

May 9, 10 & 11 
Michigan Youth Arts Festival 

May20 
DEADLINE: Applications for MSBOA member 
groups performing at the MMC 

May 31 (Friday) 
MSBOA Executive Board Meeting (Evening) 

June 1 
MSBOA Executive Board Meeting (Morning) 
MSBOA General Membership Meeting 1:30 pm 

 

* Please review the deadline policy in the 
MSBOA Yearbook for specific instructions 
concerning deadlines and late fees for all State 
Festivals. 
** Continuing the policy to allow directors that 

 



fv1ontrose Band 
Communication 

Choose a method of communication that works for you and your family. © 
Ema il: 

Ksple aw,c  montrosesd1ools 0 1q 
Email with special concerns or questions. No question is too sm all. 

Remind IOI 
eh Grade Students: 6thmband 
7th  Grade Students: 7thmband 
8th Grade Students: 8thmband 

High School Students: HillMcCloy 
To Join: 

Text 81010@ _ _ _ (Choose your class and complete) 

Facebook 
Montrose Bands 

(Community Page) 

Montrose Website 
You can  find  information  for  the  band  on  the Montrose  Websit e.      htt 

ps/ / w ww .n1ont rosesch oo ls.org/ > Departments > Fine Arts> Band 
 

Please note: We may just be part of the Fine Arts Tab until the 2019-2020 school 
year. 

 
Band Boosters! 

One of the best ways to keep track of what is going on in your child's band class, is to join 
the Montrose Band Boosters/ © Please see the back of this page for meeting dates. 

Band Buddy 
Have your child pair up with another band student so that information is readily available. Parents can even 

exchange phone numbers to help remind each other of events. 
 

Special Considerations 
If you have a child you are concerned about for any reason and you need my direct number so that you 
can have immediate communication when you need it, please see me and I will provide that number. 

 
Final Notes 

I hope that by providing these modes of communication, everyone will feel connected and supported in getting 
information. If, for some reason, you feel that none of the systems are working for you, let me know and we will figure 

out a way that is best for you and your family. NEVER feel like you are bothering me. I am a parent too and I 
understand. Most parents who communicate find me to be supportive and understanding so please feel free to write 

as often as you n eed. 



Montrose Band Boosters 
Supporting our Rams! 

 

For more information, find us on 
Facebook @ Montrose Band 

Boosters 

PLEASE VISIT US DURING THE OPEN 
HOUSE FOR IMPORTANT INFORMATION! 

 
Montrose Band Boosters 

Support the Montrose Bands! 
• Come to our performances 
• Watch for our local fundraisers 

o World's Finest Candy Bars 
o Century Resource Chocolates 
o Band t-shirts 
o Car decals 

• Donate a gently used instrument 
• "Stand up for Band" drive by 

purchasing a stand for the band room 
 
 

Band Booster Meetings 2018-2019 

July 24th, 2018 10:00a.m. 
August 13th, 2018 
September 10th, 2018 
October ist, 2018 
November 12th, 2018 
December 10th, 2018 
January 14th, 2019 
February 11th , 2019 
March 11th, 2019 
April 8th, 2019 
May 13th,  2019 
June 25th , 2019 band room clean up. Discuss meeting dates for next year 



 

VARSITY FOOTBALL 2018 
 

Date Time Opponent Home/Aw·ay 

8/23 7:00 Cass City Home 

8/30 7:00 Ovid-Elsie Home 

9/7 7:00 Chesaning Away 

9/14 7:00 New Lothrop Home 

9/21 7:00 Mt. Morris Away 
9/28 7:00 LakeVille (Homecoming) Home 
10/5 7:00 Durand Away 
10/12 7:00 Byron (Military Appreciation) Home 
10/19 7:00 Pittsford Away 

 
 
 

Band members are required to play at the football games. 

The following dates are home games for Montrose: 

8/30 

9/14 
 

9/28 Homecoming 

10/12 

There are only fbur dates. These performances wiH be for a grade. 
Please clear your work schedules now. 

 
301 Nanita Drive. Montrose,  MI 48457 

    810     
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D Help! 

Please help the band I 

We have a plethora of cookbooks left over from 
years past! We would like to  sell them for the 

special price of $5.00. These were recipes 

collected from our wonderful Montrose 
Residents. 

If so, send five dollars or a check with your 
band student and I will hand them a cookbook! 

Please make checks out  to The Montrose 

Bands. 

Thank you so much! 
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Classroom Supplies 
Instrument 

ontrose Kuehn-Haven Middle  School 
Instrumental Music 

Mrs. Splear -  6th  Grade Band 

Instrument Supplies for your particular instrument - see page 3 
Methods Book 
3 ring binder 
Non-glare sheet protectors 
Pencil 
Kleenex 
Hand Sanitizer 
Water Bottles 

 

Grading Policy 
Concerts 
Rehearsal Techniques/Tests/Practice Journals/Other work 

 
Concerts 
Concert performances/participation is a requirement of this course. Most concert and performances will 
take place after school hours. Good communication can help prevent misunderstandings that will affect your 
child's grade. All performances are required. Performance absences may be excused in the event of a family 
death or severe illness. 

Written notices are required for all absences and tardiness. 
Students who are present at school on both the day preceding and the day following an after-school 

activity will not receive an excused absence without a doctor's excuse. 

Please communicate with Mrs. Splear if unusual circumstances occur. Communication to the school office will 
result in an unexcused absence. Unexcused absences affect the morale and performance of the entire group. 
Every student is an important member of our ensemble and affects our performance. © We are all "first 
string" players in the band. 

A Concert Calendar is will be handed out in class. 
 

Homecoming Parade Uniform 
Black pants or jeans. (no leggings unless worn with a skirt) 
Band t-shirt/sweatshirt 
Tennis Shoes 
If a student is participating in a fall sport they may wear their fall sport Jersey (i.e. football, cheerleading, cross 
country etc.) They must be a current member of their fall sport to wear the fall sport jersey. Otherwise they 
must wear the band t-shirt/sweatshirt. 

Concert Dress 
Students will need their band t- shirt, black pants, black shoes and black socks/hose. 
Skirts may be worn. However, skirts must be floor length. 

If your student needs help obtaining the proper uniform they should contact their teacher at least one week 
prior to the performance. We have black pants that have been donated that students may borrow. Students 
who show up to a performance dressed in inappr o priate attire may not be allowed to perform and/or their 
grade will be affected. 



Rehearsal Techniques / Tests 
Students receive daily points for rehearsal work. Each student will be assessed daily on the following criteria. 

Proper marking of music (pencil, never pen or marker) 
Reading of music (students must have their copy of the music at all times) 
Knowledge/performance of music 

Missing Instrument/ non-performing or lack of effort/disruptive or inappropriate behavior during rehearsal: 0 
points for the day 
Written assessments, playing assessments and other assignments will be given over the course of the year for 
additional points. 

 

Practice Journals 
Students will be required to practice outside of classroom rehearsals. The minutes and dates will be recorded 
in their practice journal. A parent signature will be required. You will receive more information on this. © 

 

Remindl0l and Communication 
Please sign up for Remind 101 and take a peek at our calendar. You might see a number of performance dates 
that you do not understand. Please don't worry and stress. A middle school student is not  responsible for  all 
of these dates! © 

 

Care of Music 
All students will be issued one piece of music per song. Students are expected to have their music in class at all 
times. Music should be kept in a three ring binder/folder. Binder/music check may happen at any time. Music 
must be marked in pencil only. Students will be charged a replacement cost for lost music. Students should 
bring all music to every rehearsal and performance. Do not trust your stand partner to have music. Not having 
your individual music in class may result in a loss of rehearsal points. 

 

Care of Inst rument s 
Students are encouraged to purchase their own instruments. All students are responsible for the proper care 
of their instrument. 
Students will be assigned a locker or space for their instrument. Students are expected to keep their locker 
and instrument storage room clean. 
All instruments must have the name of the student clearly marked on the outside of the case. 
Any damage incurred to a school owned instrument due to negligence is the responsibility of the student and 
may be assessed repair fees per the School Owned Instrument Contract. 

 

Our Room 
Food, beverages and gum do not belong in the rehearsal area. Water will be permitted in a covered container 
as long as you clean up your own mess. If someone spills next to you, help them clean it up. We want to keep 
our room looking nice and keep our instruments and music safe! Make-up, combs, etc do not belong in the 
rehearsal room. Do not draw, write or deface the walls, chairs, stand or any equipment in the room. Please do 
not draw/write on classroom boards. 

 

Questi ons/ Concerns 
Please contact me with any questions or concerns. The best way to reach me is email. Instrumental Music is a 
specialized area of education and has many procedures/policies that differ from other academic classrooms. 
Please do not hesitate to ask for clarification to make the most of your student's musical experience! 
ksplear@montroseschools.org 

mailto:ksplear@montroseschools.org


Instrument Supplies: What does my child need to be successful? 
Supplies can be purchased from Marshall, Guitar Center or an online store. 

Marshall Music 1-800-221-1755 
Guitar Center (810) 720-3863 

;,; eginning Students (0 years of playing.) 
Flute: cleaning rod, swab 
Clarinet: 3 good reeds, swab, thumb guard, mouthpiece guard 
Oboe/Bassoon: 3 good reeds, swab 
Saxophone (Alto, Tenor, Bari)/Clarinet: Three good reeds, reed holder, swab, cork grease 
Trumpet, Euphonium, Tuba: Valve Oil, Slide Grease, clean cloth (to wipe off fingerprints) 
Horn: Rotary Oil, Slide Grease, instrumental cleaning cloth(to wipe off fingerprints) 
Trombone: Slide Grease, instrumental clean cloth (to wipe off fingerprints) 
Methods Book(see me if you do not have one) 
Stand (if possible 

Intermediate Students (2-3 years of playing) 
1. An instrument in good working order. 
2. Consider a new mouthpiece. 
3. No metal ligatures for reed players. They are fine for first year players. 
4. Swab for clarinet, flute, sax...Cotton, microfiber, chamois 
5. Cleaning cloth for brass. 
6. You need 3 working reeds in your case. Switch to Vandoren. 
7. Metronome 
8. Tuner 
9. Tuner Clip 
10. Instrumental Clip 
11. Breathing Bag 
12. Music Stand 

Advanced Students (4+ years of playing) 
1. Instrument 

Excellent high school students require a professional model clarinet to advance their technique and tone 
quality. Consult your teacher before ordering. 

2. Mouthpiece: Do some research and try out a new mouthpiece. Consult your Mrs. Splear before switching 
mouthpieces. 

3. Ligature: The medal ligature is no longer appropriate for high school performers. 
4. Reeds: Vandoren, Traditional (#3, #3.5, #4). 
5. Swab: Clarinet, flute, sax....Any chamois, cotton or microfiber swab. Avoid fake-silk; it does not absorb as well as 

cotton or chamois fabrics. 
6. Cleaning Cloth: Trumpet, trombone, baritone, tuba 
7. Reed Case: Vito Reedguard - holds 4 reeds. 
8. Metronome: . The metronome must be loud enough to hear when playing fortissimo. 
9. Tuner: Often times the metronome and tuner come together. 
10. Instrumental clip: So you can hook your tuner to your instrument during rehearsals. 
11. Breathing Bag: 5-liter or 6-liter bag by Rusch. (Ginger stocks the breathing bag.) 
12. Practice Book: "Practicing for Artistic Success: The Musician's Guide to Self-Empowerment" by Burton Kaplan 

(Available through Ginger or online) 
13. Music Dictionary: "The A to Z of Foreign Musical Terms" by Christine Ammer. 
14. Practice Planner: Molto Music Practice Planner (www.moltomusic.com) 
15. Timer: Standard kitchen time with countdown feature or use your phone. 
16. Music Stands: Manhasset Double Lipped Stand. K&M Heavy Duty folding stand for at-home use. 



How to Help Your Child Succeed in Band 
 

Learning to play an instrument is a very exciting time in anyone's life! It is a new learning experience 
and age does not hold a child back. They can progress as far as they would like as the possibilities are 
endless. Your child will need your support and the support of those around them in order to help them 

succeed.  If you do not have experience as a musician or someone who played in the band, don't 
worry! I will show practical ways of helping your child without the musical background. 

 
It is important to remember that playing an instrument and reading musical notation is a skill. When 

learning a skill we have to remember that we need patience and perseverance. Skills in any area can 
lead to amazing and wonderful accomplishments. So simply helping your child celebrate every small 
step they take on their instrument will be a tremendous support! Let them love their instrument first, 

and then they will develop the ability to persevere through more difficult challenges. 
 

Here are some suggestions for success. I hope they help! You can also research online or ask other parents. 
1. Find a way to show interest in your child's instrumental study. You can ask them questions about band, about 

what they are learning and you can even ask them to play for you! Always be encouraging. See below. 
How to Encourage your child and praise them effectively. 
We have all been in a situation where we know someone is struggling to compliment us. If we try this 
approach with children, they will see right through us! Here are some tips of how to encourage without 
being "fake" as it were. 

a. You will hear unpleasant sounds that sound closer to resembling a farm animal rather than an instrument. 
You can still be encouraging without saying, "I love the tone you are making on your instrument" You can 
say, "I am so impressed with you. I really enjoy hearing you play and I am so amazed at what you are 
learning." 

b. Use the "Habits of Mind" sheet to pick out a characteristic your child is displaying. "I am really very happy to 
see you preserve through the challenges in your music. You should be very proud of yourself for persisting 
and not giving up." 

c. Find something specific they are doing well and praise them for that. "You seem to really know your notes!"  
or "you seem to really know what you are doing with notes and counting. How cool is that?" 

d. Show them off to relatives. If they can't be there in person, use skype or FaceTime! (Make sure you have a 
very safe audience who will give positive comments only.) 

2. Help your child stick with their instrument for the year. They will have peaks and valleys along the way and 
sometimes parents pull them out when they are experiencing the frustration of learning a new skill. Remind 
your child that learning takes time and keep them going by saying things like, "You've got this! Nothing worth 
your time comes easy." Or "Keep trying! You are getting better and better all the time." 

3. Help find a place in the house to practice or allow your child to stay after school to practice. 
4. Keep your child's instrument in good working order. 
5. Have home concerts every so often. Make a video recording of the budding star. 
6. Attend your child's concert! Take them for ice-cream or bring them flowers to celebrate! Make it special and 

create a tradition. Attending the concert also lets you know what is going on in band. 
7. Encourage your child to do their very best in every class. 
8. Communicate with me! If you have any concerns contact me. I want your child to do well! 

 
I am so very happy that you are giving your  child the opportunity  to  learn how  to  play an instrument!  Congratulations 
on being an outstanding, supportive parent!!! If there is anything I can do to  make your child's experience better, please 
let me know. I am a very strong advocate for my band students throughout their entire middle school and high school 
career.© 



 
 
 
 

Classroom Supplies 
Instrument 

ontrose Kuehn-Haven Middle  School 
Instrumental Music 

Mrs. Splear -  7th  Grade Band 

Instrument Supplies for your particular instrument -see page 3 
Methods Book 
3 ring binder 
Non-glare sheet protectors 
Band T-shirt 
Music Lyre and Flipbook 
Pencil 
Kleenex 
Hand Sanitizer 
Water Bottles 

 

Grading Policy 
Concerts 
Rehearsal Techniques/Tests/Practice Journals/Other Work 

 

Concerts 
Concert performances/participation is a requirement of this course. Most concert and performances will 
take place after school hours. Good communication can help prevent misunderstandings that will affect your 
child's grade. All performances are required. Performance absences may be excused in the event of a family 
death or severe illness. 

Written notices are required for all ;:ibsences and tardiness. 
Students who are present at school on both the day preceding and the day following an after-school 

activity will not receive an excused absence without a doctor's excuse. 
 

Please communicate direct ly with Mrs. Splear if unusual circumstances occur. Communication to the school 
office will result in an unexcused absence. Unexcused absences affect the morale and performance of the 
entire group. Every student is an important member of our ensemble and affects our performance. © We are 
all "first string" players. 

 

A Band Calendar is available 
 

Performances in the community, parades, football games 
Black pants or jeans. No leggings allowed. 
Band t-shirt/sweatshirt 
Tennis Shoes 
If a student is participating in a fall sport they may wear their fall sport Jersey (i.e. football, cheerleading, cross 
country etc.) They must be a current member of their fall sport to wear the fall sport jersey. Otherwise they 
must wear the band t-shirt/sweatshirt. 

 

Concert Dress 
Students will need a white shirt, black pants, black shoes and black socks/hose. 
Skirts may be worn. However, skirts must fall below the knee when the student is seated. 



If your student needs help obtaining the proper uniform  they  should contact  their teacher  as soon  as possible. 
We have black pants that have been donated that students may borrow.  St ude nts  who show u p to  a 
performance dresse d in inappropriate attire may not be allowed to per form and/or their grade will be a ffected. 

 

Rehearsal Techniques / Test s 
Students receive daily points for rehearsal work. Each student will be assessed daily on the following criteria. 

Proper marking of music (pencil, never pen or marker) 
Reading of music (students must have their copy of the music at all times) 
Knowledge/performance of music 

Missing Instrument/ non-performing or lack of effort/disruptive or inappropriate behavior during rehearsal: 0 
points for the day and the student's behavior will be recorded. 
Written assessments, playing assessments and other assignments will be given over the course of the year for 
additional points. 

 

Practice Journals 
Students will be required to practice each week outside of rehearsals. The practice time needs to be recorded 

and signed by the parent. 
 

Re mind101 and Communication 
Please sign up for Remind 101 and look at your calendar. Please see this packet for more information . 

 

Care of Music 
All students will be issued one piece of music per song. Students are expected to have their music in class at all 
times. Students need to write their name on their music with pencil. Music should be kept in a three ring 
binder/folder. Binder/music  check may happen at  any time. Music must be marked in pencil only. Students 
will be charged a replacement cost for lost music. Students should bring all music to every rehearsal and 
cE:rformance. Do not trust your stand partner to have music. Not having your individual music in class may 
result in a loss of rehearsal points. Each student will have a place in the band room for their binder or folder. 

 

Care of Instruments 
Students are encouraged to purchase their own instruments. All students are responsible for the proper care 
of their instrument. 
Students will be assigned a space for their instrument. Music may NOT be stored by the instrument. 
All instruments must have the name of the student clearly marked on the outside of the case. 
Any damage incurred to a school owned instrument due to negligence is the responsibility of the student and 
may be assessed repair fees per the School Owned Instrument Contract. 

 

Our Room 
Food, beverages and gum do not belong in the rehearsal area. Water will be permitted in a covered container 
as long as you clean up your own mess. If someone spills next to you, help them clean it up. We want to keep 
our room looking nice and keep our instruments and music safe! Make-up, combs, etc do not belong in the 
rehearsal room. Do not draw, write or deface the walls, chairs, stand or any equipment in the room. Please do 
not draw/write on classroom boards. Students are to put all materials away at the end of class. 

 

Questi ons/ Concerns 
Please contact me with any questions or concerns. The best way to reach me is email. Instrumental Music is a 
specialized area of education and has many procedures/policies that differ from other academic classrooms. 
Please do not hesitate to ask for clarification to make the most of your student's musical experience. 
Ksplear@ montrosesch ools.org 

mailto:Ksplear@montroseschools.org


Instrument Supplies: What does my child need to be successful? 
Supplies can be purchased from Marshall, Guitar Center or an online stor e. 

Marshall Music 1-800-221-1755 
Guitar Center (810) 720-3863 

Beginning Students (0 years of playing.) 
Flute: cleaning rod, swab 
Clarinet: 3 good reeds, swab, thumb guard, mouthpiece guard 
Oboe/Bassoon: 3 good reeds, swab 
Saxophone (Alto, Tenor, Bari)/Clarinet: Three good reeds, reed holder, swab, cork grease 
Trumpet, Euphonium, Tuba: Valve Oil, Slide Grease, clean cloth (to wipe off fingerprints) 
Horn: Rotary Oil, Slide Grease, instrumental cleaning cloth(to wipe off fingerprints) 
Trombone: Slide Grease, instrumental clean cloth (to wipe off fingerprints) 
Methods Book(see me if you do not have one) 
Stand (if possible 

Intermediate Students (2-3 years of playing) 
1. An instrument in good working order. 
2. Consider a new mouthpiece. 
3. No metal ligatures for reed players. They are fine for first year players. 
4. Swab for clarinet, flute, sax...Cotton, microfiber, chamois 
5. Cleaning cloth for brass. 
6. You need 3 working reeds in your case. Switch to Vandoren. 
7. Metronome 
8. Tuner 
9. Tuner Clip 
10. Instrumental Clip 
11. Breathing Bag 
12. Music Stand 

Advanced Students (4+ years of playing) 
1. Instrument 

Excellent high school students require a professional model clarinet to advance their technique and tone 
quality. Consult your teacher before ordering. 

2. Mouthpiece: Do some research and try out a new mouthpiece. Consult your Mrs. Splear before switching 
mouthpieces. 

3. Ligature: The medal ligature is no longer appropriate for high school performers. 
4. Reeds: Vandoren, Traditional (#3, #3.5, #4). 
5. Swab: Clarinet, flute, sax....Any chamois, cotton or microfiber swab. Avoid fake-silk; it does not absorb as well as 

cotton or chamois fabrics. 
6. Cleaning Cloth: Trumpet, trombone, baritone, tuba 
7. Reed Case: Vito Reedguard - holds 4 reeds. 
8. Metronome: . The metronome must be loud enough to hear when playing fortissimo. 
9. Tuner: Often times the metronome and tuner come together. 
10. Instrumental clip: So you can hook your tuner to your instrument during rehearsals. 
11. Breathing Bag: 5-liter or 6-liter bag by Rusch. (Ginger stocks the breathing bag.) 
12. Practice Book: "Practicing for Artistic Success: The Musician's Guide to Self-Empowerment" by Burton Kaplan 

(Available through Ginger or online) 
13. Music Dictionary: "The A to Z of Foreign Musical Terms" by Christine Ammer. 
14. Practice Planner: Molto Music Practice Planner (www. moltomusic .co m) 
15. Timer: Standard kitchen time with countdown feature or use your phone. 
16. Music Stands: Manhasset Double Lipped Stan d. K&M Heavy Duty folding stand for at-home use. 

http://www/


How to Help Your Child Succeed in Band 
 

Learning to play an instrument is a very exciting time in anyone's life! It is a new learning experience 
and age does not hold a child back. They can progress as far as they would like as the possibilities are 
endless. Your child will need your support and the support of those around them in order to help them 

succeed.  If you do not have experience as a musician or someone who played in the band, don't 
worry! I will show practical ways of helping your child without the musical back ground. 

 
It is important to remember that playing an instrument and reading musical notation is a skill. When 

learning a skill we have to remember that we need patience and perseverance. Skills in any area can 
lead to amazing and wonderful accomplishments. So simply helping your child celebrate every small 
step they take on their instrument will be a tremendous support! Let them love their instrument first, 

and then they will develop the ability to persevere through more difficult challenges. 
 

Here are some suggestions for success. I hope they help! You can also research online or ask other parents. 
1. Find a way to show interest in your child's instrumental study. You can ask them questions about band, about 

what they are learning and you can even ask them to play for you! Always be encouraging. See below. 
How to Encourage your child and praise them effe ctively. 
We have all been in a situation where we know someone is struggling to compliment us. If we try this 
approach with children, they will see right through us! Here are some tips of how to encourage without 
being "fake" as it were. 

a. You will hear unpleasant sounds that sound closer to resembling a farm animal rather than an instrument. 
You can still be encouraging without saying, "I love the tone you are making on your instrument" You can 
say, "I am so impressed with you. I really enjoy hearing you play and I am so amazed at what you are 
learning." 

b. Use the "Habits of Mind" sheet to pick out a characteristic your child is displaying. "I am really very happy to 
see you preserve through the challenges in your music. You should be very proud of yourself for persisting 
and not giving up." 

c. Find something specific they are doing well and praise them for that. "You seem to really know your notes!"  
or "you seem to really know what you are doing with notes and counting. How cool is that?" 

d. Show them off to relatives. If they can't be there in person, use skype or FaceTime! (Make sure you have a 
very safe audience who will give positive comments only.) 

2. Help your child stick with their instrument for the year. They will have peaks and valleys along the way and 
sometimes parents pull them out when they are experiencing the frustration of learning a new skill. Remind 
your child that learning takes time and keep them going by saying things like, "You've got this! Nothing worth 
your time comes easy." Or "Keep trying! You are getting better and better all the time." 

3. Help find a place in the house to practice or allow your child to stay after school to practice. 
4. Keep your child's instrument in good working order. 
5. Have home concerts every so often. Make a video recording of the budding star. 
6. Attend your child's concert! Take them for ice-cream or bring them flowers to celebrate! Make it special and 

create a tradition. Attending the concert also lets you know what is going on in band. 
7. Encourage your child to do their very best in every class. 
8. Communicate with me! If you have any concerns contact me. I want your child to do well! 

 
! arn so very happy that you are giving your child the opportunity  to  learn how  to  play an instrument! Congratulations 
011 being an outstanding, supportive parent!!! If there is anything I can do to  make your child's experience better, please 
let me know. I am a very strong advocate for my band students throughout their entire middle school and high school 
career.© 



 
 
 
 

Classroom Supplies 
Instrument 

ontrose Kuehn-Haven Middle School 
Instrumental Music 

Mrs. Splear -  8th Grade Band 

Instrument Supplies for your particular instrument -See Page 3 
Methods Book 
3 ring binder 
Non-glare sheet protectors 
Band T-shirt 
Music Lyre and Flipbook 
Pencil 
Kleenex 
Hand Sanitizer 
Water Bottles 

 

Grading Policy 
Concerts 
Rehearsal Techniques/Tests/Practice Journals/Other Work 

 

Concerts 
Concert performances/participation is a requirement of this course. Most concert and performances will 
take place after school hours. Good communication can help prevent misunderstandings that will affect your 
child's grade. All performances are required. Performance absences may be excused in the event of a family 
death or severe illness. 

Written notices are required for all absences and tardiness. 
Students who are present at school on both the day preceding and the day following an after-school 

activity will not receive an excused absence without a doctor's excuse. 
 

Please communicate direct ly with Mrs. Splear if unusual circumstances occur. Communication to the school 
office will result in an unexcused absence. Unexcused absences affect the morale and performance of the 
entire group. Every student is an important member of our ensemble and affects our performance. © We are 
all "first string" players. 

 

A Band Calendar is available 
 

Performances in the community, parades, football games 
Black pants or jeans. No leggings allowed. 
Band t-shirt/sweatshirt 
Tennis Shoes 
If a student is participating in a fall sport they may wear their fall sport Jersey (i.e. football, cheerleading, cross 
country etc.) They must be a current member of their fall sport to wear the fall sport jersey. Otherwise they 
must wear the band t-shirt/sweatshirt. 

 

Concert Dress 
Students will need a white shirt, black pants, black shoes and black socks/hose. 
Skirts may be worn. However, skirts must fall below the knee when the student is seated. 



If your student needs help obtaining the proper uniform they should contact their teacher as soon as possible. 
We have black pants that have been donated that students may borrow. St udents who show u p to a 
per forman ce dressed in ina p pro priate attire may not be allowed to per form and/or their grade will be a ffe cted . 

 

Rehearsal Techniques /Tests 
Students receive daily points for rehearsal work. Each student will be assessed daily on the following criteria. 

Proper marking of music (pencil, never pen or marker) 
Reading of music (students must have their copy of the music at all times) 
Knowledge/performance of music 

Missing Instrument/ non-performing or lack of effort/disruptive or inappropriate behavior during rehearsal: O 
points for the day and the student's behavior will be recorded. 
Written assessments, playing assessments and other assignments will be given over the course of the year for 
additional points. 

 

Practice Journals 
Students will be required to practice each week outside of rehearsals. The practice time needs to be recorded 

and signed by the parent. 
 

Remind101 and Communication 
Please sign up for Remind 101 and look at your calendar. Please see this packet for more informat ion. 

 

Care of Music 
All students will be issued one piece of music per song. Students are expected to have their music in class at all 
times. Students need to write their name on their music with pencil. Music should be kept in a three ring  
binder/ folder . Binder/music check may happen at any time. Music must be marked in pencil only. Students 
will be charged a replacement cost for lost music. Students should bring all music to every rehearsal and 
performance. Do not trust your stand partner to have music. Not having your individual music in class may 
result in a loss of rehearsal points. Each student will have a place in the band room for their binder or folder. 

 

Care of Instruments 
Students are encouraged to purchase their own instruments. All students are responsible for the proper care 
of their instrument. 
Students will be assigned a space for their instrument. Music may NOT be stored by the instrument. 
All instruments must have the name of the student clearly marked on the outside of the case. 
Any damage incurred to a school owned instrument due to negligence is the responsibility of the student and 
may be assessed repair fees per the School Owned Instrument Co ntract. 

 

Our Room 
Food, beverages and gum do not belong in the rehearsal area. Water will be permitted in a covered container 
as long as you clean up your own mess. If someone spills next to you, help them clean it up. We want to keep 
our room looking nice and keep our instruments and music safe! Make-up, combs, etc do not belong in the 
rehearsal ro om. Do not draw, write or deface the walls, chairs, stand or any equipment in the room. Please do 
not draw/write on classroom boards. Students are to put all materials away at the end of class. 

 

Questi ons/ Concerns 
Please contact me with any questions or concerns. The best way to reach me is email. Instrumental Music is a 
specialized area of education and has many procedures/policies that differ from other academic classrooms. 
Please do not hesitate to ask for clarification to make the most of your student's musical experience. 
Ksplear@montroseschools.org 

mailto:Ksplear@montroseschools.org


Instrument Supplies: What does my child need to be successful? 
Supplies can be purchased from Marshall, Guitar Center or an online store . 

Marshall Music 1-800-221-1755 
Guitar Center (810) 720-3863 

Beginning Students (0 years of playing.) 
Flute: cleaning rod, swab 
Clarinet: 3 good reeds, swab, thumb guard, mouthpiece guard 
Oboe/Bassoon: 3 good reeds, swab 
Saxophone (Alto, Tenor, Baril/Clarinet: Three good reeds, reed holder, swab, cork grease 
Trumpet, Euphonium, Tuba: Valve Oil, Slide Grease, clean cloth (to wipe off fingerprints) 
Horn: Rotary Oil, Slide Grease, instrumental cleaning cloth(to wipe off fingerprints) 
Trombone: Slide Grease, instrumental clean cloth (to wipe off fingerprints) 
Methods Book(see me if you do not have one) 
Stand (if possible 

Intermediate Students (2-3 years of playing) 
1. An instrument in good working order. 
2. Consider a new mouthpiece. 
3. No metal ligatures for reed players. They are fine for first year players. 
4. Swab for clarinet, flute, sax...Cotton, microfiber, chamois 
5. Cleaning cloth for brass. 
6. You need 3 working reeds in your case. Switch to Vandoren. 
7. Metronome 
8. Tuner 
9. Tuner Clip 
10. Instrumental Clip 
11. Breathing Bag 
12. Music Stand 

Advanced Students (4+ years of playing) 
1. Instrument 

Excellent high school students require a professional model clarinet to advance their technique and tone 
quality. Consult your teacher before ordering. 

2. Mouthpiece: Do some research and try out a new mouthpiece. Consult your Mrs. Splear before switching 
mouthpieces. 

3. Ligature: The medal ligature is no longer appropriate for high school performers. 
4. Reeds: Vandoren, Traditional (#3, #3.5, #4). 
5. Swab: Clarinet, flute, sax....Any chamois, cotton or microfiber swab. Avoid fake-silk; it does not absorb as well as 

cotton or chamois fabrics. 
6. Cleaning Cloth: Trumpet, trombone, baritone, tuba 
7. Reed Case: Vito Reedguard - holds 4 reeds. 
8. Metronome:. The metronome must be loud enough to hear when playing fortissimo. 
9. Tuner: Often times the metronome and tuner come together. 
10. Instrumental clip: So you can hook your tuner to your instrument during rehearsals. 
11. Breathing Bag: 5-liter or 6-liter bag by Rusch. (Ginger stocks the breathing bag.) 
12. Practice Book: "Practicing for Artistic Success: The Musician's Guide to Self-Empowerment" by Burton Kaplan 

(Available through Ginger or online) 
13. Music Dictionary: "The A to Z of Foreign Musical Terms" by Christine Ammer. 
14. Practice Planner: Molto Music Practice Planner (www.moltomusic.com) 
15. Timer: Standard kitchen time with countdown feature or use your phone. 
16. Music Stands: Manhasset Double Lipped Stand. K&M Heavy Duty folding stand for at-home use. 



How to Help Your Child Succeed in Band 
 

learning to play an instrument is a very exciting time in anyone's life! It is a new learning experience 
and age does not hold a child back. They can progress as far as they would like as the possibilities are 
endless. Your child will need your support and the support of those around them in order to help them 

succeed.  If you do not have experience as a musician or someone who played in the band, don't 
worry! I will show practical ways of helping your child without the musical background. 

 
It is important to remember that playing an instrument and reading musical notation is a skill. When 

learning a skill we have to remember that we need patience and perseverance. Skills in any area can 
lead to amazing and wonderful accomplishments. So simply helping your child celebrate every small 
step they take on their instrument will be a tremendous support! let them love their instrument first, 

and then they will develop the ability to persevere through more difficult challenges. 
 

Here are some suggestions for success. I hope they help! You can also research online or ask other parents. 
1. Find a way to show interest in your child's instrumental study. You can ask them questions about band, about 

what they are learning and you can even ask them to play for you! Always be encouraging. See below. 
How to Encourage your child and praise them effectively. 
We have all been in a situation where we know someone is struggling to compliment us. If we try this 
approach with children, they will see right through us! Here are some tips of how to encourage without 
being "fake" as it were. 

a. You will hear unpleasant sounds that sound closer to resembling a farm animal rather than an instrument. 
You can still be encouraging without saying, "I love the tone you are making on your instrument" You can 
say, "I am so impressed with you. I really enjoy hearing you play and I am so amazed at what you are 
learning." 

b. Use the "Habits of Mind" sheet to pick out a characteristic your child is displaying. "I am really very happy to 
see you preserve through the challenges in your music. You should be very proud of yourself for persisting 
and not giving up." 

c. Find something specific they are doing well and praise them for that. "You seem to  really know your notes!" 
or "you seem to really know what you are doing with notes and counting. How cool is that?" 

d. Show them off to relatives. If they can't be there in person, use skype or FaceTime! (Make sure you have a 
very safe audience who will give positive comments only.) 

2. Help your child stick with their instrument for the year. They will have peaks and valleys along the way and 
sometimes parents pull them out when they are experiencing the frustration of learning a new skill. Remind 
your child that learning takes time and keep them going by saying things like, "You've got this! Nothing worth 
your time comes easy." Or "Keep trying! You are getting better and better all the time." 

3. Help find a place in the house to practice or allow your child to stay after school to practice. 
4. Keep your child's instrument in good working order. 
5. Have home concerts every so often. Make a video recording of the budding star. 
6. Attend your child's concert! Take them for ice-cream or bring them flowers to celebrate! Make it special and 

create a tradition. Attending the concert also lets you know what is going on in band. 
7. Encourage your child to do their very best in every class. 
8. Communicate with me! If you have any concerns contact me. I want your child to do well! 

 
I am so very happy that  you are giving your child the opportunity  to  learn how  to  play an instrument!  Congratulations 
on being an outstanding, supportive parent I!! If there is anything I can do to make your child's experience better, please 
let me know. I am a very strong advocate for my band students throughout their entire middle school and high school 
career. © 



Band Syllabus 2018-2019 
 
 

I have read and understand the policies and procedures stated above. Return On or BEFORE SEPTEMBER 14. 
 

Student Signature._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 

Adult Signature_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 
 

Student Information 
 

Student Name_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 
A ddr es_s _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 
Student Home Phone- - - - - - - - - - Student Shirt Size- - - - - 

Student Cell_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Student Email_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 
 
 

Parent/Guardian/Important Adult_ _ _ 
 
_ _ _ 

 
_ _ _ _ _ 

 
_ _ _ _ 

 
Parent/Guardian/Important Adult Phone_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 
Parent Guardian/Important Adult Email_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 
Relationship to student?_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 
 
 

Additional Parent/Guardian/Important Adult Name_ _ 
 

_ _ _ 
 

_ _ _ _ _ _ 
 

_ _ _ 

 
Additional Parent/Guardian/Important Adult Phone  _ 

 
Additional Parent Guardian/Important Adult EmalI_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 
elationship to student?_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 
 



 
Student Allergies/Medical Conditions? Anything else you would like us to know? 

 
 
 
 

Hour_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ Inst rument._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 



ntrose Hill-McCloy High School 
Instrumental Music 

Mrs. Splear 
Classroom Supplies 
Instrument 
Instrument Supplies for your particular instrument -see page three. 
Methods Book 
3 ring binder 
Non-glare sheet protectors 
Band T-shirt 
Music Lyre and Flipbook 
Pencil 
Kleenex 
Hand Sanitizer 
Water Bottles 

 

Grading Policy 
Concerts 
Rehearsal Techniques/Tests/Practice Journals/Other work 

 

Concerts 
Concert performances/participation is a requirement of this course. Most concert and performances will 
take place after school hours. Good communication can help prevent misunderstandings that will affect your 
child's grade. All performances are required. Performance absences may be excused in the event of a family 
death or severe illness. 

Written notices are required for all absences and tardiness. 
Students who are present at school on both the day preceding and the day following an after-school 

activity will not receive an excused absence without a doctor's excuse. 
 

Please communicate directly to Mrs. Splear if unusual circumstances occur. Communication with the school 
office will result in an unexcused absence. Unexcused absences affect the morale and performance of the 
entire group. Every student is an important member of our ensemble and affects our performance. 

 

A Band Calendar is available 
 

Performances in the community, parades, football games 
Black pants or jeans. No leggings allowed. 
Bandt-shirt/sweatshirt 
Tennis Shoes 
If a student is participating in a fall sport they may wear their fall sport Jersey (i.e. football, cheerleading, cross 
country etc.) They must be a current member of their fall sport to wear the fall sport jersey. Otherwise they 
must wear the band t-shirt/sweatshirt. 

 

Concert Dress 
Students will need a white shirt, black pants, black shoes and black socks/hose. 
Skirts may be worn. However, skirts must fall be floor length. 



If your student needs help obtaining the  proper uniform they  should contact  their  teacher  as soon as possible. 
We have black pants that  have been donated that  students may borrow.  Students  who show up  to  a 
performance dressed in inappropriate attire mav not be allowed to perform and/or their grade will be a ffe cted. 

 
 
 

Rehearsal Techniques /Tests 
Students receive daily points for rehearsal work. Each student will be assessed daily on the following criteria. 

Proper marking of music (pencil, never pen or marker) 
Reading of music (students must have their copy of the music at all times) 
Knowledge/performance of music 

Missing Instrument/ non-performing or lack of effort/disruptive or inappropriate behavior during rehearsal: 0 
points for the day and the student's behavior will be recorded. 
Written assessments, playing assessments and other assignments will be given over the course of the year for 
additional points. 

Practice Journals 
Students will be required to practice each week outside of rehearsals. The practice time needs to be recorded 

and signed by the parent. 
 

Remind101 and Communication 
Please sign up for Remind 101 and look at your calendar . Please see this packet for more information. 

 
Care of Music 
All students will be issued one piece of music per song. Students are expected to have their music in class at all 
times. Students need to write their name on their music with pencil. Music should be kept in a three ring 
binder/folder. Binder/music  check may happen at any time. Music must be marked in pencil only. Students  
will be charged a replacement cost for lost music. Students should bring all music to every rehearsal and 
performance. Do not trust your stand partner to have music. Not having your individual music in class may 
result in a loss of rehearsal points. Each student will have a place in the band room for their binder or folder. 

 

Care of Instruments 
Students are encouraged to purchase their own instruments. All students are responsible for the proper care 
of their instrument. 
Students will be assigned a space for their instrument. Music may NOT be stored by the instrument. 
All instruments must have the name of the student clearly marked on the outside of the case. 
Any damage incurred to a school owned instrument due to negligence is the responsibility of the student and 
may be assessed repair fees per the School Owned Instrument Contract. 

Our Room 
Food, beverages and gum do not belong in the rehearsal area. Water will be permitted in a covered container 
as long as you clean up your own mess. If someone spills next to you, help them clean it up. We want to keep 
our room looking nice and keep our instruments and music safe! Make-up, combs, etc do not belong in the 
rehearsal room. Do not draw, write or deface the walls, chairs, stand or any equipment in the room. Please do 
not draw/write on classroom boards. Students are to put all materials away at the end of class. 

 

Questions/Concerns 
Please contact me with any questions or concerns. The best way to reach me is email. Instrumental Music is a 
specialized area of education and has many procedures/policies that differ from other academic classrooms. 
Please do not hesitate to ask for clarification to make the most of your student's musical experience. 
Ksplear@montroseschools.org 

mailto:Ksplear@montroseschools.org


Instrument Supplies: What does my child need to be successful? 
Supplies can be purchased from Marshall, Guitar Center or an online store. 

Marshall Music 1-800-221-1755 
Guitar Center (810) 720-3863 

Beginning Students (0 years of playing.) 
Flute: cleaning rod, swab 
Clarinet: 3 good reeds, swab, thumb guard, mouthpiece guard 
Oboe/Bassoon: 3 good reeds, swab 
Saxophone (Alto, Tenor, Bari)/Clarinet: Three good reeds, reed holder, swab, cork grease 
Trumpet, Euphonium, Tuba: Valve Oil, Slide Grease, clean cloth (to wipe off fingerprints) 
Horn: Rotary Oil, Slide Grease, instrumental cleaning cloth(to wipe off fingerprints) 
Trombone: Slide Grease, instrumental clean cloth (to wipe off fingerprints) 
Methods Book(see me if you do not have one) 
Stand (if possible 

Intermediate Students (2-3 years of playing) 
1. An instrument in good working order. 
2. Consider a new mouthpiece. 
3. No metal ligatures for reed players. They are fine for first year players. 
4. Swab for clarinet, flute, sax...Cotton, microfiber, chamois 
5. Cleaning cloth for brass. 
6. You need 3 working reeds in your case. Switch to Vandoren. 
7. Metronome 
8. Tuner 
9. Tuner Clip 
10. Instrumental Clip 
11. Breathing Bag 
12. Music Stand 

Advanced Students (4+ years of playing) 
1. Instrument 

Excellent high school students require a professional model clarinet to advance their technique and tone 
quality. Consult your teacher before ordering. 

2. Mouthpiece: Do some research and try out a new mouthpiece. Consult your Mrs. Splear before switching 
mouthpieces. 

3. Ligature: The medal ligature is no longer appropriate for high school performers. 
4. Reeds: Vandoren, Traditional (#3, #3.5, #4). 
5. Swab: Clarinet, flute, sax....Any chamois, cotton or microfiber swab. Avoid fake-silk; it does not absorb as well as 

cotton or chamois fabrics. 
6. Cleaning Cloth: Trumpet, trombone, baritone, tuba 
7. Reed Case: Vito Reedguard - holds 4 reeds. 
8. Metronome: . The metronome must be loud enough to hear when playing fortissimo. 
9. Tuner: Often times the metronome and tuner come together. 
10. Instrumental clip: So you can hook your tuner to your instrument during rehearsals. 
11. Breathing Bag: 5-liter or 6-liter bag by Rusch. (Ginger stocks the breathing bag.) 
12. Practice Book: "Practicing for Artistic Success: The Musician's Guide to Self-Empowerment" by Burton Kaplan 

(Available through Ginger or online) 
13. Music Dictionary: "The A to Z of Foreign Musical Terms" by Christine Ammer. 
14. Practice Planner: Molto Music Practice Planner (www.moltomusic.com) 
15. Timer: Standard kitchen time with countdown feature or use your phone. 
16. Music Stands: Manhasset Double Lipped Stand. K&M Heavy Duty folding stand for at-home use. 



How to Help Your Child Succeed in Band 
 

Learning to play an instrument is a very exciting time in anyone's life! It is a new and amazing learning 
experience. They can progress as far as they would like as the possibilities are endless. Your child will 
need your support and the support of those around them in order to help them succeed. If you do not 
have experience as a musician or you did not play in the band, don't worry! I will show practical ways 

of helping your child without having musical background. 
 

It is important to remember that playing an instrument and reading musical notation is a skill. When 
learning a skill we have to remember that we need patience and perseverance. Skills in any area can 
lead to amazing and wonderful accomplishments. So simply helping your child celebrate every small 
step they take on their instrument will be a tremendous support! Let them love their instrument first, 

and then they will develop the ability to persevere through more difficult challenges. 
 

Here are some suggestions for success. I hope they help! You can also research online or ask other parents. 
1. Find a way to show interest in your child's instrumental study. You can ask them questions about band, about 

what they are learning and you can even ask them to play for you! Always be encouraging. See below. 
How to Encourage your child and praise them effectively. 
We have all been in a situation where we know someone is struggling to compliment us. If we try this 
approach with children, they will see right through us! Here are some tips of how to encourage without 
being "fake" as it were. 

a. You will hear unpleasant sounds that sound closer to resembling a farm animal rather than an instrument. 
You can still be encouraging without saying, "I love the tone you are making on your instrument" You can 
say, "I am so impressed with you. I really enjoy hearing you play and I am so amazed at what you are 
learning." 

b. Use the "Habits of Mind" sheet to pick out a characteristic your child is displaying. "I am really very happy to 
see you preserve through the challenges in your music. You should be very proud of yourself for persisting 
and not giving up." 

c. Find something specific they are doing well and praise them for that. "You seem to really know your notes!"  
or "you seem to really know what you are doing with notes and counting. How cool is that?" 

d. Show them off to relatives. If they can't be there in person, use skype or facetime! (Make sure you have a 
very safe audience who will give positive comments only.) 

2. Help your child stick with their instrument for the year. They will have peaks and valleys along the way and 
sometimes parents pull them out when they are experiencing the frustration of learning a new skill. Remind 
your child that learning takes time and keep them going by saying things like, "You've got this! Nothing worth 
your time comes easy." Or "Keep trying! You are getting better and better all the time." 

3. Help find a place in the house to practice or allow your child to stay after school to practice. 
4. Keep your child's instrument in good working order. 
5. Have home concerts every so often. Make a video recording of your budding star. 
6. Attend your child's concert! Take them for ice-cream or bring them flowers to celebrate! Make it special and 

create a tradition. When you attend your child's concert, it helps you understand what is going on in band. 
7. Encourage your child to do their very best in every class. 
8. Communicate with me! If you have any concerns contact me. I want your child to do well! 

 
I am so very happy that you are giving your  child the opportunity  to  learn how  to  play an instrument!  Congratulations 
on being an outstanding, supportive parent!!! If there is anything I can do to make your child's experience  better, please 
let me know. I am a very strong advocate for my band students throughout their entire middle school and high school 
career.© 


	Required T-Shirt:
	Parents
	Facebook
	Montrose Website

	Montrose Band Boosters
	For more information, find us on Facebook @ Montrose Band Boosters

	Montrose Band Boosters
	If so, send five dollars or a check with your /2

	13
	Thank you so much! D D

	nnnnDnnnnnnnDnnnn"n
	ontrose Kuehn-Haven Middle  School
	ontrose Kuehn-Haven Middle School
	ntrose Hill-McCloy High School Instrumental Music


