
Meet Ka e Jacobs… by Lisa Briggs 

It’s a good thing Ka e Jacobs grew up on a farm and spent more 
me outside than inside. “I’m a farmer’s daughter,” said Jacobs. “I 

grew up working on a farm and then I married a farmer and be‐
came a farmer’s wife.” Ka e and her husband own and operate a 
potato farm in Birch Run.  “I’ve spent most of my life outdoors and I 
absolutely love it,” she said.  

Working, living and surviving in cold temperatures doesn’t faze Ja‐
cobs, in fact, she prefers to be outside. “I’m definitely an outside‐
kind‐of‐person,” she said. Some know her as “Tater Lady,” because 
of her connec on to the potato farm but most know her as the 
“Playground Lady.” Ka e has made a living out of “playing” outside 
with two genera ons of children who passed through Carter Ele‐
mentary from 1989‐2010. “I loved being on the playground with 
the children,” said Ka e. “I some mes couldn’t believe I was ge ng 
paid to be outside with the kids. It was the perfect job for me.  I 
looked at the job as the chance to spend the best part of the day 
with the students – the me they spent ea ng in the lunch room 
and playing on the playground.” 

Ka e began volunteering in the school district in 1986 when her two sons, James and Mark, a ended Carter 
Elementary under the leadership of principal Bob Pries.  By 1989, she became a full‐ me staff member and 
served as a playground and lunchroom monitor. Jacobs kept a watchful eye on close to 100 children at a me 
and always kept her composure at every moment. “I spent close to eight hours a day outside,” she said. 
“Being on the playground required me to be a mom, a nurse, counselor and referee.” She made it all seem 
easy but admits, however, when it came to being a sports referee for football she’d hand it off to someone 
more knowledgeable. “I wasn’t too good at making those sports calls, but I tried,” she said.  

While the teachers were teaching academic skills in the classroom, Ka e was on the playground teaching life 
skills. “It’s all about helping the children to learn to take turns, share, be fair, avoid pushing and figh ng and 
most importantly to keep safe.” Staff members no ce and appreciate Ka e’s ability to handle children. “Ka e 
rocks,” said teacher Kathy Dillon‐Dowd. “She is not afraid to take a stand and steer a child in the right direc‐

on. Her genuine love for children just exudes out of her and anyone can see it is just pure love.” 

Office secretary and long‐ me friend, Sandy Tolles, admires her ability to balance family, farm and work. “Her 
and I have shared the journey of paren ng and raising our children together,” said Sandy. “Now we have 
grandchildren – she certainly has the grandmother effect now and can put children at ease.  She has always 
had a great work ethic and has been flexible enough to know how to balance everything.” Sandy believes 
Ka e’s biggest strength is her family‐oriented values and standards from being a farm girl. “Her hard‐work 
ethic and family principles are projected in every area of her life. That’s the bo om line about Ka e.”  

Handling tough moments comes natural to Ka e who can hoe, sort and remove rocks and stones from the 
land and isn’t afraid of manual labor. Throughout her two decades of service on the playground Ka e wit‐
nessed her share of tough moments with the kids. She recalls a rare moment when her heart sank. “There 
was a me when a student fell off the monkey bars and broke an arm,” she said. “Another me a student 
busted out some front teeth.”  
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More recently in her career, Ka e has served in the interschool mail department, as a para‐pro and one‐on‐
one aide for students. Her current assignment is helping a student with muscular dystrophy. “I’m happy to be 
beneficial to my student,” she said. “I’m here to help her par cipate in life as a student to the fullest. That 
means helping her in gym class, taking her to lunch and keeping her safe throughout the school day.” Ka e 
has no plans to leave or re re. “I’m not leaving un l I have to,” she said. “I have no plans on re ring and I’m 
fortunate to have this job and work with a group of people who are what I call ‘good people.’” 

In general, Ka e says the children she serves are “happy, happy, happy.” She’s happy right along with them, 
especially in the winter. “Winter is truly my favorite,” she said. “The children make snow forts, snowmen and 
snow angels. Being outside ‐ it’s a magical me for children.” 


