
Meet Angela Oliver… by Lisa Briggs 

Every teacher wants students to a ain success. Angela Oliver was 
specifically hired to help ensure success at Kuehn‐Haven Middle School, in 
fact, her very job tle mirrors her task. Oliver is the new “School Success 
Coordinator,” where she is already a success at helping students take steps 
to raise their own academic and behavioral bar, learn teamwork skills, 
lessen bullying and build character. “I have a unique posi on. I’m all about 
helping students find success,” said the Grand Valley State University 
graduate who earned degrees in K‐12 instruc on and athle c training and 
previously taught in South Carolina, Hemlock and Clio.  “My first goal is 
about ge ng students to believe in themselves and to realize school is 
important – I work hard to turn around percep ons that my room is not a 
place for punishment but rather a place where I’m truly going to help a 
student become successful.” 

 “We implemented two strategies this school year to help support our students in academics and social 
skills,” said Principal Rhonda Barber. “We implemented a daily Advisory period and hired a School Success 
Coordinator.  Angela’s main role is to provide academic and behavioral support for students and families.  
She teaches an Advisory period and a Student Success Strategies class. When she is not teaching she is 
monitoring a endance/truancy, academic, and behavioral data.  She also provides support to students who 
fill out report forms on incidences of bullying or mean behavior.  My goal in hiring a School Success 
Coordinator was to make sure no child fell through the cracks.  By monitoring students’ academic and 
behavioral concerns we can make sure we are providing interven on to students and families in a mely 
manner.” 

Angela Burke, the mother of a seventh grade student believes Oliver helped her son avoid falling through the 
cracks. "Mrs. Oliver has worked with my son since the beginning of the school year. She has assisted him with 
assignments that he struggled with and worked with him when he felt like his work wasn't good enough, said 
Burke.  “She has also communicated with me, le ng me know her concerns and also praising his efforts 
when he accomplished something he was struggling with. She has kept in contact with me every step of the 
way. My son enjoys working with Mrs. Oliver and I appreciate the lines of communica on with her. I look 
forward to working with her on my son's progress throughout the school year."    

Oliver is driven to help students succeed by being a posi ve role model because that is what helped her 
succeed and s ll does.  Oliver’s own suppor ve parents ins lled the value of learning in her and being 
posi ve. She’s eager to return the favor to the next genera on of learners at Montrose.  “When you know 
you are loved and cared for you can have a posi ve mindset,” she said. “When you have a posi ve mindset 
and you feel safe and secure you can learn. If you’re having nega ve experiences or social distrac ons then 
the learning part doesn’t come so easy. Any number of issues can interfere with the learning process.”  One 
example of an intrusion to learning Oliver deals with is “friendship issues.” “Friendship and social issues at 
the middle school level are ongoing,” she said. “I work with students on a case‐by‐case basis on learning 
effec ve and posi ve ways to handle these kinds of social issues – generally the young people return to being 
friends the next day.” Oliver’s presence as the School Success Coordinator comes as a relief to fellow staff 
members and parents as well as students who have benefi ed from her self‐improvement and goal‐se ng 
strategies.  Her simple approach in establishing a posi ve rapport with each student she interacts with is 
paying off.  
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Phillip Stange, a seventh grade student is definitely making posi ve changes. “My grades are be er because 
Mrs. Oliver helps with homework and ques ons,” said Stange.  “In the past I would lose my homework or not 
get it done.  This class has helped me stay focused.  She keeps on us to be successful in our school work and 
our behavior.” 

Oliver understands the power of posi ve encouragement and how it alone can transform a student. “I try to 
offer encouragement to every individual and I model pa ence,” she said. “It takes pa ence to get results in 
things that ma er. It also requires a posi ve a tude. I’m constantly encouraging students about how they 
can make small changes, second by second, if that’s what it takes. It’s about making minor changes in our 
a tude and in our approach in how we handle things. It’s about having a plan, knowing what your next step 
is going to be. I try to help them understand that ge ng through middle school is just one milestone in life‐ 
there are many more to start thinking about. I tell them they have bigger milestones to accomplish – high 
school, college, trade school or military and life in general. We’re working on goal‐se ng, achieving the day’s 
tasks and building a sense of community.” 

Oliver u lizes a one‐day‐at‐a‐ me approach to minimize a student’s sense of being overwhelmed.  Hopefully, 
the skills she is impar ng will become embedded in their learning and daily rou nes.  

“Some students who might be struggling with different needs or falling through the cracks need a li le more 
guidance,” said Oliver, “I’m able to work with them in a smaller, more in mate classroom se ng.” Oliver 
works with about a dozen students who need extra me and a en on – something lacking in their life for a 
variety of reasons. “I’m here to assist students with such things as confidence issues improving grades, ag‐
gression, a endance concerns, keeping accountable, priori zing work and study habits, problem solving, and 
basically to help them make gains in a variety of areas of life,” said Oliver.  

Oliver, who is married to Jason, a police officer and mother to two‐year old Carson, believes making gains is 
something that should never end. “My passion for learning is lifelong,” she said. “I want to help young people 
value lifelong learning. What I’m actually doing is helping students in the area of forging rela onships and 
making connec ons that will make a difference in their lives – all throughout their lives.”  

 


